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MANDURAH ESTUARY BRIDGE — DUPLICATION — ACCESSIBILITY 
Grievance 

MRS L.A. MUNDAY (Dawesville) [9.48 am]: This grievance is also to the Minister for Transport. Firstly, I thank 
the Minister for Transport for taking my grievance this morning. I also acknowledge and thank the McGowan 
Labor government for contributing $55 million towards the duplication of the Mandurah Estuary Bridge. This was 
an important election commitment for the people of Dawesville, Mandurah and Murray–Wellington. Duplication 
of this bridge is a key infrastructure project for Western Australia. The bridge was opened in 1986 by the then 
Labor government. It is a three-lane bridge that links Mandurah to Dawesville, and coupled with the Dawesville Cut, 
which was opened in 1993, it effectively makes my electorate an island. I am proud to have lived on this island in 
Falcon for over a decade. This bridge was also intended to be duplicated long before now. During my months of 
doorknocking, many residents raised the issue of the duplication of the bridge with me requesting that I make it 
a commitment.  
It is often said that the Mandurah Estuary Bridge was promised every four years but never delivered. It was 
great moment for me as the first Labor member for the Dawesville electorate to announce the duplication of the 
Mandurah Estuary Bridge as an election commitment, and now it is a reality. Thank you. The current three-lane 
bridge has long been a point of frustration and concern for local motorists and tourists. Having a four-lane highway 
feeding into a three-lane bridge just does not make sense and causes a lot of traffic jams and motor vehicle accidents, 
and people fail to merge. Let us face it, Western Australians are notoriously bad at merging. As a paramedic who 
has worked in this area for over 10 years, it is a concern for me, particularly as an emergency service worker, to 
try to cross the bridge during peak periods on priority with the lights and sirens on. On several occasions I have been 
delayed by the traffic congestion when resuscitating people, from babies to the elderly, in the back of an ambulance. 
Road users also become increasingly frantic and make poor decisions when they see blue and red lights approaching 
from behind and have nowhere to go. 
I was very excited when the Minister for Transport and the McGowan government agreed to fund the duplication. 
Now that we have the green light for the build to be put out for tender, I ask the minister to give consideration to 
all my constituents and those in the electorates of the members for Mandurah and Murray–Wellington to utilise 
the bridge for activities other than transport. Fishability Mandurah is a not-for-profit organisation that was formed 
20 years ago to enable people with disabilities of all ages to enjoy the healthy outdoor pastime of recreational fishing. 
The organisation has reached out to us to seek the building of a platform under the Mandurah Estuary Bridge to 
allow people who are physically disabled or wheelchair bound to be able to access the benefits of the estuary to fish 
or just sit and enjoy the beautiful views that the estuary has to offer. Fishability runs a program in Mandurah that 
has been operating for nearly 10 years. It holds events every Thursday at various venues around Mandurah. Its clients 
are taught the fundamentals of fishing and are encouraged to do things such as baiting hooks and casting. When 
announcing all new infrastructure projects, it is vitally important for the government to take into account the needs 
of all people, including people with disabilities and limited mobility. We should always plan for every person 
to have the opportunity to be seen and heard and to feel valued. By doing this, we can create inclusive, vibrant 
communities that attract more and more people to them. 
One of the existing facilities in the Peel region is the new Old Mandurah Traffic Bridge in the member for 
Mandurah’s electorate. It was rebuilt in December 2017 and has a fishing platform that is accessible to young families 
with prams and people who require a wheelchair, are physically impaired or require crutches or a walker. Due in 
part to the success of the Fishability program, that facility has become a very popular spot, so much so that it is 
becoming increasingly overcrowded during peak periods. As the member for Dawesville, I am proud that I can be 
a voice to those who are considered vulnerable or a minority within our community. Minister, I ask that you give 
serious consideration to ensuring that accessible fishing platforms are planned for and provided in the design of 
the duplicated Mandurah Estuary Bridge. The current bridge does not cater for disability, so this is an opportunity 
to ensure that people with disabilities and those who have limited mobility can enjoy the fishing experiences on 
our magnificent Peel waterways. Thank you. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.52 am]: I thank the member for Dawesville for 
that grievance. As the first Labor member for Dawesville, it will be an incredible achievement for the member to 
deliver this long-awaited bridge that was promised many times. As members are aware, one of our key commitments 
at the election was to provide $55 million for this project with the expectation that the federal government would 
match us to deliver the new Mandurah Estuary Bridge. This project had been talked about for many, many years 
and was promised by the former coalition government at more than one election, but it was never delivered. I am 
very pleased that since the election we have already secured the other $55 million required for the project, so we 
have $110 million to deliver this long-awaited bridge. 
I will go through the current situation, although the member to the left of me, the member for Mandurah, and, of 
course, the member for Dawesville, know the current situation very well. The existing Mandurah Estuary Bridge 
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is 12.74 metres wide and 383 metres long. It caters for a single 3.5 metre traffic lane in the eastbound direction and 
two in the westbound direction, with shoulders of half a metre and a shared path. Mandurah Road is a four-lane 
dual carriageway on both sides of the bridge. This means that northbound traffic is required to merge into one lane 
at the curves on the approach to the bridge to cross the bridge in an eastbound direction. During the morning peak 
period, up to 500 metres of northbound traffic can queue at the merge onto the bridge, I am advised, although 
anecdotally I am told that it is even more. That results in delays. The member for Dawesville, in her previous 
occupation as a paramedic, understands the impact that has on emergency vehicles. The member has told me about 
some of the stresses and pressures that has caused when trying to get across the bridge safely to make sure that 
patients are cared for. We want to try to address that issue as well. We are very keen to deliver the bridge for the 
safety of drivers and to reduce congestion in that area. 
The issue the member raised about the fishing platforms is a good one. As the member knows, the existing fishing 
platform is located in the estuary between piers 3 and 4. The platform and access stairs for the bridge are under 
the care and control of the City of Mandurah. As the member knows, that does not allow for much accessibility, 
in particular for the elderly or those in wheelchairs and so forth. Therefore, fishing is not very accessible. When 
building a new bridge, in particular in the fishing Mecca of Mandurah, we have to look at fishing platforms because 
we know that the people of Mandurah love to fish and crab. We will now go through the detailed design and 
development stage of the duplication of the new estuary bridge. That will create an opportunity for key community 
input. I would like the members for Mandurah and Dawesville to be involved, as representatives of the community. 
A key aspect of that is always how we can improve pedestrian and cycling access—I am very keen to make sure 
that we incorporate that in the design of all our new bridges and infrastructure—and also provide better access to 
fishing. I was fortunate to open the new Mandurah bridge — 
Mr D.A. Templeman: With me, of course. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: With the member for Mandurah. I remember it was a very hot day and my daughter bought 
a really weird costume at the fair. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: She does have taste! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I remember that day. It was one of the first things that I did as a minister. 
I acknowledge the work done on that project by the previous government. I remember that day and the outcomes 
for the pedestrians and cyclists. The pedestrian walkway is six metres, is it not? 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Yes. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: When I stayed in Dawesville a few times over some long weekends, my family and I loved 
walking across that bridge. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: You’ve seen me cycle there on my e-bike, haven’t you? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Different day! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It must have been. 
The SPEAKER: You wouldn’t have recognised him in the lycra! 
Mr D.A. Templeman: I look very fetching, I can tell you. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I might have seen him but looked away quickly, Madam Speaker! 
The SPEAKER: Avert your eyes! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I remember the skate park, which was a lot of fun, and walking across the bridge and going to 
the cafe and getting crumpets from a very good bakery. It is a really good area. We have the ability to provide 
improved amenities on the estuary bridge, particularly for fishing. We are very keen to consult with Fishability 
Mandurah and the local members as part of the detail design phase. We want to get on with the design and then 
get to the tender process as soon as we can. This is a huge opportunity to improve the overall amenity of the area and 
the access to the new fishing platforms for the local residents. I am very keen to see this bridge built. It is very exciting 
that we have secured matching funding and have the cash in the bank. We now need to go through the detailed 
design work and then go through the tender process. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Well done, member. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, well done. The member for Dawesville put it on the agenda. She approached me a number 
of times and raised this in the lead-up to the last election. It was very pleasing to go there during the campaign and 
commit to it. We have secured the funding and are now at the detail design phase. We can design it to ensure that 
we bring benefits to not only the drivers in their cars, but also people who walk on the bridge or fish from it and 
want to use it as part of the local amenity in the area. It is a very exciting project and I cannot wait to see it built.  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 27 May 2021] 

 p898b-900a 
Mrs L.A. Munday; Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [3] 

 


	MANDURAH ESTUARY BRIDGE — DUPLICATION — ACCESSIBILITY
	Grievance


